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Paganini’s Violin Concerto, Op. 6 is the first of six concerti composed by the great master.
In its original format, the D Major Concerto’s orchestral score was written in E b Major.
However, the solo part was written in D Major and performed with the scordatura tuning of
Ab - E b -Bb -Fb, thus resulting in the orchestral key of E b Major. Subsequent editions
presented both solo and tutti parts in D Major, beginning with the composer himself and
then followed by many others. This concerto was written in 1815-16 for the personal use of
the composer. Its premiere took place on March 17, 1816 at Teatro alla Scala, Milano.

After the death of Paganini in 1840, the concerto was forgotten for many years and thought
to be unplayable by anyone but the composer. It resurfaced in 1875 in an edition by
Ferdinand David. This edition was in three movements but was substantially rewritten.
Subsequently, the concerto was published in the form of a concert piece, only utilizing the
first movement with cadenza. This truncated version was published in various
arrangements by August Wilhelmj, Fritz Kreisler, Zino Francescatti and Otakar Sev¢ik,
among others.

Because of the prevalence of the shortened version, Sev¢ik wrote his extensive exercises
for the first movement only. This publication is the first of Sevéik's exercises since 1932
and is accompanied by a new urtext edition of the entire concerto. Included is the cadenza
by Emile Sauret, which has become standard in violin circles of the early 21st Century.

Sources:

1. Paganini, Niccolo Primo Concerto: Facsimili e Partitura. 2007: Edizione Nazionale, Vol.
VIII, Roma. Editor: Leslie Howard.

2. Sevtik, Otokar: Paganini, Niccolo Allegro-Concerto I, op. 20 Exercises and Edition. 1932:
Pazdirek, Brno.

With all due respect to the outstanding existing editions of this concerto, we have
exclusively used the manuscript as the basis of this publication. Hence, please notice
countless differences of text, articulation and expressive marks from published versions
that will effect one’s complete interpretation of this virtuosic masterpiece. [ would like to
thank my editorial team of Danae Witter and Jamie Davis for their crucial contributions to
this new edition.

This edition is dedicated to the memory of my mentor, Franco Gulli, the most elegant
Paganini interpreter of his generation.

Stephen Shipps
Ann Arbor, M1
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Danae Witter, Associate Editor

Errata

1st Movement
p. 3, m. 124, 3rd note (A-natural)- Change the “4” above the note to a “3”.
p. 3, m. 138, 1st note (chord)- Change notes in the chord from F#, C#, G# to E, C#, G#.
p. 6, m. 189, 3rd note (G-natural)- Make this a G# rather than a G-natural.
9. 10, m. 315, beats 1-2- The first three notes currently read as A, B, C3. Change this to
B, C#, D#.

B W N =

3rd Movement
p. 22, m. 100, beat 1- Change the bottom two notes, E and G#, to E and B.
p. 23, m. 126- Add a rehearsal letter “E”.
p. 23, m. 142- Change rehearsal letter in the box from “E” to “F”.
p. 24, m. 158- Change rehearsal letter in the box from “F” to “G”.
p. 24, m. 182~ Change rehearsal letter in the box from “G” to “H”.
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VIOLIN CONCERTO No. 1 in D Major

Edited by Stephen Shipps

Niccolo Paganini
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